BIOGRAPHY
The Duo Nefeli is the story of the friendship between two musicians, Primor SLUCHIN and Agnes
PEYTOUR, who first met at a harp course in their native France, then again by chance ten years
later in Belgium. In the meantime, one was harpist with the Royal Opera of Wallonia in Liege, the
other a well-established teacher in Brussels, with positions at the European Schools and the
Academy of Music in Anderlecht. They soon realised that they shared the same passion for music,
and the same vision, which led to the formation of their duo, Nefeli, in 2008.
The Duo Nefeli was soon recognised as one of the most surprising and original musical ensembles
of its generation. Since starting to work together, the two harpists have received regular invitations
to perform in Europe: at Brussels Harp Festival, Festival Musiq3, pails des Beaux-Arts, Musee des
Instruments de Musique, l'-Arelier Marcel Hastir (all Brussels), as well as at la Nuit Musicale de
Seneffe, Florenville Festival, the Maison de la Poésie, Namur in addition to Charleroi and Liege
(Musee des Beaux-Arts). In France, their first concert took place in 2008 at the Palais des Papes in
Avignon. Since then, audiences from Lille to Carqueiranne, Moulins to Grenoble (auditoria du
Musee) have had the joy of listening to them. Still in France, they also participated in the Musicales
Guil Durance and the Festival d'Aubusson. In February 2015 the Duo Nefeli will perform at the
Festival Harpe en Avesnois (near Lillle ) which is considered one of the most important of its kind.
Playing together at all these concerts and festivals, a close bond developed between the two
musicians, lending both a strength and a sensitivity to their duo, which allowed them to explore and
share with their audiences familiar, as well as original or forgotten elements of the repertoire. The
intensity of their interpretation, the expressiveness of their playing, their rigour and their richness of
tone have been hailed wherever they go.
Both teachers, Agnes PEYTOUR and Primor SLUCHIN love to share their passion for the harp,
reaching beyond simply the musical performance as such. Each of their concerts is an opportunity
to discover the secrets of a particular era, its composers and their works,as well as the harp.
Motivated by a strong desire to pass on to others their love of heir instrument, they launched an
international competition for young harpists, HARPGIO, which takes place every two years at the
Musical Instrument Museum in Brussels.
The Duo Nefeli breathes life into the vast repertoire which exists for two harps, from works written
in the 17th century, when the combination was fashionable, throughout the whole history of music,
using carefully selected transcriptions. Their wish to encourage original works has led to them
copperating closely with current composers. For example, in 2015 the two harpists will play a work
by Frederic BOULARD, written especially for the Festival Harpe en Avesnois.
In 2009 Primor SLUCHIN and Agnes PEYTOUR recorded their debut CD, Duo de Harpes Nefeli.
They are currently preparing a new album, which is due for release at the beginning of 2015.
"A well-balanced duo, with perfectly matched sonorities and a varied programme. ..this was a very
pleasant time spent with the Duo NEFELI" (Marielle Nordmann)

